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Many veterans of the Gulf war have expressed concern that their unexplained
i]]nesses may have resulted from their experiences in that war. In response to
veterans’ concerns, the Department of Defense established a task force in June
1995 to 1nvest1gate those incidents and circumstances relating to possible
causes. The Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary of Defense for Gulf war
Illnesses took over responsibility for these investigations on November 12,
1996. Effective April 5, 2001, the Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of
Defense (Personnel and Readiness) for Gulf war Illnesses, Medical Readiness, and
Military Deployments assumed continued responsibility for Gulf war issues.
Environmental Exposure Reports are reports of what the Department of Defense
knows today about certain events that took place during Operations Desert Shield
and Desert Storm of 1990 and 1991. This environmental exposure report focuses on
the use of pesticides by US military personnel and the resulting exposures to
these compounds. The Department published the initial report on January 12,
2001. This 1is a final report because no new information has been received to
change the findings and assessments of the previous report. As always, if you
believe you have information that may change this environmental exposure report,
please call:

1-800-497-6261

william winkenwerder Jr., MD
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs)
Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness)
for Gulf war ITlnesses, Medical Readiness, and Military Deployments
US Department of Defense
2001212-0000036 ver. 2.0
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